This shows the frightful bill which England has to pay for the temptations which she allows to be placed in the way of her young soldiers. In India nearly half, and in the Straits Settlements far more than half, of the entire force suffered from venereal disease during the year. Nowhere do English soldiers cost more than in India, and nowhere are they more carefully and anxiously protected from every disease except this. Yet we stand by with our hands folded while in India, where more than anywhere, we want our soldiers to be always ready, upwards of three battalions (2,789 men) are constantly lying incapacitated from venereal disease. To show again how much depends on the surroundings and temptations amid which we allow our soldiers to live rather than on innate vice on their part, it should be noted that even in India the number admitted per 1,000 varied in different places from 286 to 715 ! Surely it is time that something was done to stop this disgraceful state of affairs.
other hand, the number constantly non-effective from sickness was greater, as also was the number of days of sickness to each patient and the average duration of each case. Only three cases of small-pox occurred in the United Kingdom, against eleven the year before ; but scarlet fever and measles were more prevalent. 
